
  

 
 

Come Experience Grace! 

It is the purpose of Grace, to 
share the gospel, to equip 
the saints, and to serve 
others so that all people 
may experience the love and 
joy of Jesus! 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 
 

Ministry Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Eric Spoon 

Parish Associate:  Rev. Dr. Jim Huffaker 

Youth & Children’s Director:  Jason Williams 

Director of Grace Preschool: Susan Ackermann 

Choir Director:   Becky Bell 

Church Secretary: Beverly Halley 

Pianist: Carissa Hosea 

Nursery Administrator: Leah Rudek 

 

 

Grace Cares Ministry  

 

THURSDAY 

ONLY 

FOOD PANTRY 

8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Hours have been 

changed due to 

COVID-19 

 

 

 

Regular Office Hours: 

 

Monday – Thursday 

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Friday 

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

Phone: 850-769-4000 

Follow us online at: 

www.gracechurchpc.com 
 

 

 

On Facebook at: 

Grace Presbyterian 

Church 

Panama City, Florida 

 

Where Everyone Is Welcome,  
No One is Perfect, and 
Anything is Possible! 

 

April Sermon Topics 
 

 April 1, 2021 (Maundy Thursday/Communion) 
Sermon Scripture – Exodus 12: 1 -4/ 1 Corinthians 11: 23 – 26 
Sermon Title: “More Than Enough” 
 
April 4, 2021 (Easter Sunday/Communion) 
Come and celebrate our Risen Lord with a glorious musical celebration! 
 
April 11, 2021 (2nd Sunday after Easter) 
Sermon Scripture: Psalm 133/John 20: 19 - 31 
Sermon Title: “A True Vision” 
 
April 18, 2021 (3rd Sunday after Easter) 
Sermon Scripture: Psalm 4/Luke 24: 36 - 49 
Sermon Title: “Do You Know?” 
 
April 25, 2021 (4th Sunday after Easter) 
Sermon Scripture: Psalm 23/John 10: 11 - 18 
Sermon Title: “Safe At Last” 

 
 

  
 

The Prayer Chain consists of many brothers and sisters at Grace willing to pray at a moment’s 

notice. The Prayer Chain operates via email. When the church office or Pastor becomes aware of a 

concern for which an individual or family requests the prayers of Grace, you will receive an email 

from Jim McQuagge. When you receive the emailed request, start praying! That’s all there is to it! 

If you would like to be one of our “Prayer Warriors” and serve on the “front lines” of the E-Prayer 

Chain Ministry at Grace, please email Jim McQuagge at jimmcjr@gmail.com.  

Do we have your current email address? 

 

GRACE IS A PRAYING CHURCH!!! 

April 
2021 

 

1415 Airport Road 

Panama City, Florida 

32405 

 

 

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN  

CHURCH 

1415 Airport Road 

Panama City, FL. 32405 

850-769-4000 

http://www.gracepresbyterianchurch.net/
mailto:jimmcjr@gmail.com


 
 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 2010 

 

From the Director’s Desk, 

 

We have been very busy at the preschool this past month and it looks like April will 

be the same! Our students and teachers have been taking advantage of the beautiful 

weather by having picnics outside for snack time and other lessons.  

 

We have also been preparing for our annual art show which is going to look a little 

different this year. All students will have a piece of art to display for our show. We 

will produce a video of the children displaying their art and singing a few songs. We 

will be sending this video to each of our parents on their Procare app. 

 

On March 22nd we began registering our current students for summer camp and we 

will open registration to new families on April 5th. Our summer camp theme will be 

"The Jungle". 

 

There will be Palm Sunday reenactments in our classrooms, Easter egg hunts, and 

celebrations as well. Our Bible lessons will include Matthew 28, “Jesus Is Alive” and 

Matthew 4:19, “Fishers of Men”. The preschool and after school program will be 

CLOSED on Good Friday, April 2nd.  

 

Happy Easter and God Bless! 

 

Susan Ackermann 

Director 

 
 

 

Susan Ackermann 

Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Tips for How to Stay Safe and Keep Others Safe When in 

Grace Presbyterian Church 
 
Please note that you are attending worship at your own risk for 
sickness. 
 
Please wear a mask when in the church. 
 
Do not touch anyone and only touch what you absolutely must touch. 
 
Please refrain from wandering to other parts of the church (such as 
Bell Hall) other than to the restroom currently. 
 
Please note that greeters before and after worship may be limited 
during this time, but if you need assistance, you may see any Elder.  
 
Be sure to pick up a bulletin or any other items needed for worship 
from the tables outside the Narthex prior to worship and read it for 
changes in our typical worship service. 
 
Stay at least six feet away from people not in your immediate family. 
 
Please allow at least two (2) empty pews between you and other 
congregants or sit at the opposite ends of a pew so no one must sit 
alone. Feel free to sit anywhere in the pews in the sanctuary, including 
the balcony, as long as you are maintaining a safe distance from one 
another. 
 
All singing will be done by the worship leaders until further notice.  
 
Please allow others to come and leave on their own to not crowd the 
doorways or aisles. 
 
Please drop your offering in the offering plate as you leave the 
sanctuary, not before or during worship. 

 
Please note there is no children’s church during this time. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Established Guidelines are in effect until June 30, 2021 

GRACE CARES…… 
Grace Cares receives food each month from Feeding the Gulf Coast under the US 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) Temporary Emergency Food Assistance Program 

(TEFAP). From 2014 until the present, we have received 320,675lbs of food with an 

estimated retail value of $256,852.00. That averages out to 3773lbs worth $3022.00 per 

month, or 45,293lbs worth $36,278.53 per year. However, in 2020, we passed out 

60,571lbs as part of the effort to get food to communities during COVID-19. These are 

not our numbers; these come from Feeding the Gulf Coast.  And these numbers do not 

include the donations of the family and friends of Grace Presbyterian Church! In 

February, we passed out 274 bags of food to feed 732 people. 



  

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To My Church Family: 

 

 As we come to the end of the Season of Lent, have you contemplated life?  The Season of 

Lent has been a time that you were called and challenged to look into your center of your life 

about what separates you from God and really what your life means.  Have you done this or are 

you just continuing to walk through life, never going that next step in your journey of faith?  No 

matter how reliant on God we are, we still should push ourselves to be more faithful to God. 

 

 This last year and especially this last month has been a journey of searching my heart and 

life about who I was, who I am, and who I want to be.  I have personally seen how a person’s life 

can be turned upside down before they realize it.  What it showed me firsthand is that in a 

moment, life can change.  In the blink of an eye, life can be flipped upside down.  Are you 

prepared for that?  Are you earnestly and faithfully prepared for a lifechanging event?   

 

          The truth is, this is not a have you come to Jesus conversation.  This is a, you have already 

acknowledged Jesus as your Lord and Savior, but have you done anything more than that?  Our 

faith is to be challenged each and every day, but we do not want that.  We want to be comfortable 

with who we are.  We want to be comfortable with what we have done.  We want to be 

comfortable, knowing that everything we think we believe is exactly right, never questioning if 

our sinful lives have caused us to err in our ways and our thinking.  Do not wait until it is too late 

to look if you are moving forward in your faith or if you are just lukewarm with where you stand.  

Even though the Season of Lent is ending, regardless if you did anything this past month and a 

half, start your journey (or your new journey) of walking with the Lord now. 

 

 And know this:  as we inch our way forward to a safer society, we must become more and 

more active in what we do as a church – inching our way forward and onward, remembering this 

is a marathon to the next step, not a sprint to the finish.   If nothing else, let’s inch our way 

forward in faith.  Let’s inch our way forward in love.  Let’s inch our way forward in service.  

Let’s inch our way forward in giving.  Let’s inch our way forward in glorifying God.  Our chance 

to be who God truly wants us to be is just around the corner – let’s not stop until we get there, and 

when we think we get there, let’s go even further.  Let’s do this inch by inch! 

 

 On a personal note, I want to say thank you to my church family for the loving support you 

have embraced my family and me with.  I did not walk this journey alone.  With the Lord as my 

source and strength and with you walking this journey with me, I never felt like I was on my 

own.  From the bottom of my heart, please know that I am thankful for all that you have done and 

all that you will do as we continue to love, support, and embrace one another.  Praise be to God 

for the love that is in this place.  Happy Easter! 

 

Blessings in Peace, 

Rev. Eric Spoon 

 

 
SOUP BUGGY 

 

A BIG shout out to all of you at Grace for making it possible for so many of 

the people in our community to receive soup to help warm them during some of 

the colder days in February and continuing even as it gets warmer! To quote 

Ms. Laurie, "that soup buggy rolled right out of the sanctuary at the end of 

February and right into the pantry and has been giving out soup ever since! A 

Big Thank You to all of our helpers!" 

 

Bob and Kristi Rice Update 

 

Signs of Growth 

 
An encouraging sign of growth is the seniors’ graduation at Nile Theological College (NTC) 

and the welcoming of new students? Bob celebrated the completion of classes in December 

for students he has taught for three years, and they are now able to serve full-time in their 

churches. Some of them are finally reunited with their families after a period of one or two 

years. NTC welcomes a new class of students every two years, and the latest group of 

students started this January. This class has nine women – the highest proportion of women 

in recent years. 

 

While in the U.S., we will continue to support and work with SSPEC and NTC remotely. We 

also hope to have “virtual visits” with some churches we could not visit in 2019 to shore 

more personally how we see God at work in South Sudan. We are also using this opportunity 

for growth through study and classes that will further equip us to support the church in South 

Sudan. By extending our stay in the U.S., we hope that we might be vaccinated before we 

return. This would allow us to settle in for a more extended period. 

Dear friends and Grace family, 
 
Now that I am about settled, I can think more clearly.  Presbyterian 
Communities of South Carolina is a great place to live and meet new people.  I 
miss my church there but grateful to be near daughter Patricia and Bill. 
 
Thank you for the many gifts, calls, and remembrances from so many.  I look 
forward to visits once Covid-19 disappears. My love to each one with much 
gratitude.  
 
Anna Faye McGehee Brooks 

 
 



    

 

 

 

                                 
 

 

 

 

 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY RETURNS WED. AUGUST 28 !!!!!!!!!!! 

Come join us for food fun & fellowship each Wed.   

 

 
               

 

 

 

  

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men of Grace: The Men of Grace will be meeting on 

Monday, April 26th at 5:00pm for dinner and fellowship. 

Steve Smith will lead a bible study. All men are invited and 

encouraged to attend. Please let Beverly if you plan on 

attending!  

Gracevine Info for May:  Due Friday, April 16th. Please 

submit any items you would like to appear in the February edition 

of the Gracevine by the deadline. Please send information to Janet 

Pitts at cookiegirl54@yahoo.com OR to the church at 

www.gracechurchpc@gmail.com. 

 

 Proverbs 31 Guild – Meets the 2nd Monday of each month in Bell Hall @ 11:00am. Contact Ronnie Wilson 

for more information.  
  

YOGA BLISS – Faith and Fitness – Tuesdays at 4:30pm and Thursdays at 4:00pm – Bell Hall 

Contact: JoAnn at 850-819-1246  

 

SAINT ANDREWS BAY QUILTERS’ GUILD - Meets here at Grace each month. If you enjoy quilting and 

fellowship visit their website http://www.sabqg.org  for meeting times and membership information.  

 

The Women’s Club of PC, Environment Dept. meets the 4th Tuesday of each month in Room 202 at 10:00am. 

For more information, contact Almeda Huffaker or Cheryl Picken.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 
Circles are: 

Thursday, 04/1 – PWCT @ 2:00pm 

Thursday, 04/8 – 9:30 am – Parlor 

Monday, 04/12 – 5:15/6:30pm – Parlor 

Tuesday, 04/13 – 9:30am – Parlor 
 

April Team 
 

Susan McQuagge, Chair 
Bessie Goodwin 
Barbara Smith 

Jackie Smith 
Melanie Spoon 
Gayle Walker 

Karen Williams 

April Birthdays 

 
6 Sophia Eldred 

8   Jackie Smith 

10 Barbara Downs 

10 Audrey Combs 

12 Bonnie Nethero 

14 George McGuire 

18 Jonathan Williams 

21 Brenda Dye 

22 Joyce Bright 

23  Gerri Jasperson 

23  Joe Wayne Walker 

24  James Stull 

27  Gayle Walker 

30 Tabitha Speed 

                   
 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN GIVE 
 

Even with the pandemic, your PW, contributed to many charities in 2020. We do not 

receive any funds from the church. Our distributions come from pledges, gifts, and 

the work of the dedicated women (and a few men) making and serving Wonderful 

Wednesday, Bay County Retired Educators and Men's Group meals.  

 

Here is a list of our 2020 giving:   

 

A total of $565 to: Columbia Friendship Circle, Mission Haven, PW Historical 

Society, Miss S.E. Stewart Scholarship, Thornwell Home for Children, Together in 

Service, Villa International, PW in the Presbytery, and PW in the Synod of the South 

Atlantic.  

 

We gave $29.58 to the Fellowship of the Least Coin, and with the support of the 

congregation we sent $400 to the PW Birthday Offering, $447 to the PW Thank 

Offering, and $200 to the PW Annual Fund. 

 

Last, but not least, using proceeds from our "catering" of meals and benevolence 

gifts, PW gave Grace Preschool $73, Friends of PEB $100, Empty Stocking Fund 

$100, Humble House $250, Grace Cares $400, and to PCUSA $178 for two goats, 

$200 for the Hurricane Fund, and $200 for the Covid-19 Relief. 

 

Thank you to our women for doing God's work through PW and to those of you that 

support our efforts!   

 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS UPDATE 

 
Several projects have been completed and there are many ongoing projects going on 

around the church. A pump has been installed to alleviate the standing water problems 

in the parking lot. Security cameras and lighting has been installed to give the church 

some more security. One of the stained-glass windows has been redone and installed in 

the sanctuary. The remainder of the windows will be installed in April. Exterior doors 

have been replaced and are still in the completion mode. The stage in the back of Bell 

Hall will soon be dismantled and the sheds are being scheduled to be cleaned out. If 

you would like to part of the effort going on to fix and update items in the church, 

please contact either Janet Pitts, Grady McDaniel, Ken Gray, or Pastor Eric. Help is 

always needed and appreciated! 

mailto:cookiegirl54@yahoo.com
mailto:gracechurchpc@gmail.com
http://www.sabqg.org/

